
« Colline en dissidence »
Summer meeting in Longo maï, 30.7 – 5.8.2016

PROGRAMME

Topic : CRISIS AND IDEOLOGY
Plenary session,   Saturday 30 July   : 
Regressive ideologies and collective identities in times of crisis

Interventions by Norbert Trenkle and Ernst Lohoff, members of the KRISIS group, 
Nuremberg
Language spoken : German
Form : in-depth exposé followed by a debate
The accelerating crisis of globalised capitalism is provoking a profound feeling of uncertainty 
that affects the whole of society. More and more people are becoming « superfluous » to the 
system and are reduced to living in precarious conditions. Social contradictions are deepening
while the political class is increasingly powerless when faced with the countless consequences
of the crisis. At the same time, we are witnessing a veritable boom of conspiracy theories and 
also proposals for the construction of identities that attract numerous recruits. The public 
discourse is full of representations of the « enemy ».  

Commission 1, Saturday 30 July :
Continuation of the morning’s discussions with the two speakers, in smaller groups, in order 
to develop a more in-depth critical debate on the theses developed.

Commission 2, Sunday 31 July :
Development of political Islam
(commission organised jointly with the thematic group « Complicated Orient », see 
presentation below)

Commission 3, Monday 1 August     :
Antisemitism and islamophobia, parallels and differences ?
What is the specific nature of these different forms of racism, historically and today ? It 
certainly cannot be said simplistically that islamophobia has taken the place of antisemitism. 
Different ideologies bring with them particular fantasies. We would like to gain a clearer 
understanding of the ideologies that today underpin these phenomena so as to be in a better 
position to criticise and combat them. 
Short introduction by Sonia Dayan-Herzbrun (F) and Norbert Trenkle (D), followed by a 
round-table discussion.

Topic : "COMPLICATED ORIENT" 
Plenary session, Sunday 31 July
What has become of the Spring revolutions in the Arab-Muslim world?

François Burgat, French political scientist and specialist of the Arab world and of Islamist 
movements, will introduce the topic by giving an overview of the upheavals underway, their 
roots and risks. How should these be interpreted ? Fadwa Souleimane, Syrian actress and 
poet, Loulouwa al Rashid, French political scientist and Pinar Selek, Turkish sociologist, will 
try to offer some explanations, partly based on their own personal experiences.



Commission 1, Sunday 31 July     :
Continuation of the plenary session with particular attention to countries that are at present 
less covered in the media : Tunisia, Morocco, Libya, Egypt, Algeria… Analyses, personal 
accounts, debate. 

Commission 2, Sunday 31 July     :
Development of political Islam 
(organized jointly with the Crisis and Ideology group)
How should we interpret political Islam and « djihadism » today, not only in the Arab 
countries but also in western Europe ? What political and economic factors can explain its 
development ? Is its origin really to be found in individual and/or collective radicalisation of a
religious and/or cultural nature? What role do international relations play ? In Europe to what 
extent has the « management » of marginalised populations contributed to this phenomenon? 
Are there other responses than the « deradicalisation of individuals at risk », repression and 
war ? 
Introduction by: Karl-Heinz Lewed (D) and Nadia Fadil (B).

Topic : INTERSECTIONALITY 
Plenary session, Monday 1 August     : 
Intersectionality – the interaction and reinforcement of relationships of domination 

Relationships based on domination and therefore privileges are structural elements of the 
capitalist system. 
In different struggles for emancipation, the various forms of oppression have often been 
treated as being specific and independent from each other. 
This plenary session will seek to introduce and reflect on the complexity of these realities on 
the basis of concrete situations. A part will be dedicated to accounts of struggles, personal 
experiences, and to the different points of view of those invited. 

Commission 1, Monday 1 August : 
Questioning universalism
When speaking of domination, the focus is often put on people suffering oppression and less 
attention is paid to the privileges that underpin it. 
The idea of seeing things in terms of "whiteness" and more generally in terms of privileges 
enables us to visualize and fight against these norms that are considered to be universal. 

Commission 2, Wednesday 3 August : 
Social norms and sexualities
We will examine the social norms developed and linked to sexual orientation, gender and 
sexualities...

Commission 3, Thursday 4 August : 
Identities – what common struggle ? (interactive commission)
The choice to adopt non-mixed options or to come together on the basis of a common identity 
procure a sense of strength and are pertinent, but they can also create barriers. How and at 
what moment can bridges be built between different struggles and thereby achieve a common 
struggle? 



Topic : STATE OF EMERGENCY – AN OVERRIDING OBSESSION WITH 
SECURITY
Plenary session, Wednesday 3 August     :
State of emergency – an obsession with security

The state of emergency in France and Germany from a historical point of view. The role 
played by the racist roots of the police and the colonial tradition of the French police. The 
current state of affairs concerning the state of emergency, including increased surveillance in 
all areas of life, public as well as private. The state against terrorism or state terrorism? What 
consequences for us?

Speakers: Mathieu Rigouste, Bernhard Schmid, Wolf Wetzel, Eberhard Schultz
Languages: German and French

Commission 1, Saturday 30 July     :
When faced by arbitrariness, respect for democracy?
Under totalitarian or dictatorial regimes, certain movements demand "democracy". In 
countries with a long and tired tradition of democracy movements question capitalist 
democracy. When faced with the arbitrary nature of a state of emergency or the chaos of war, 
what is the relevance of a "state of law"?

Commission 2, Monday 1 August     :
Repressive forms and organisations: personal accounts, analyses and forms of 
resistance.
Repression is an ever more widespread phenomenon, appearing in different forms and 
different contexts. Testimonies and analyses: imprisonment, police violence, administrative 
harassment, censorship... How to react?

Commission 3, Wednesday 3 August     :
Militarisation, war discourse and war against terrorism: social normalisation and 
individual acceptance of the idea of war.
Is the idea of war becoming increasingly normal in today's societies? Why? The growing 
militarisation and the war against terrorism in Europe and beyond, where do they lead? We 
will look at three concrete examples: Ukraine, Israel and Turkey. An attempt to analyse the 
militarisation of the police on the one hand and of society as a whole on the other.

Commission 4, Wednesday 3 August     :
In the context of agressive capitalism: decay or reinforcement of the state?
The nation state: a stronghold against capitalist globalisation or its watchdog? Analysis of the 
rapid mutations of states: appearance of militias, paramilitary groups, drug cartels, para-police
units, economic lobbies, ...

  



Topic : MIGRATION MOVEMENTS AND SOLIDARITY 
Plenary session, Thursday 4 August     :
Migration movements and forms of solidarity

We will examine the question of transcontinental North-South struggles, existing forms of 
mutual support and others which need to be invented… 
In our struggles we are confronted with relationships between dominant and dominated, 
between support and inequality : how can we together construct our liberties ?
Experiences of auto-organisation by groups of refugees/migrants (Vintimiglia, Calais, 
Germany, Morocco, Austria, Italy…)
The right to leave, the right to stay ; the question of land and livelihood.

Commission 1, Sunday 31 July     :
Women and migration
Commission organised jointly with the Intersectionality group : additional discrimination of 
migrant women and the specific reasons for their decision to flee their home country.
 
Commission 2, Wednesday 3 August     :
Criminalisation and repression of migrants and those supporting them, militarisation of 
borders and of the management of migration policies
We will also look at the legislation accompanying this repression. What political 
(in)coherence lies behind these policies aimed at protecting the « democratic eldorado »?
 
Commission 3, Thursday 4 August     :
Follow-up to the morning’s plenary session on the co-construction of struggles. We will take 
time for coordination and organisation with the aim of enlarging and increasing the political 
vision of support groups.
And if we opened the borders !? What would be the consequences ? What potential would this
create ? 
Circular migration and reinforcement of welcome initiatives…

Topic : DYNAMICS AND TRAJECTORIES OF STRUGGLES
Plenary session     : Friday 5 August     :
Territorial struggles, influences and trajectories
From the communality practiced by the Zapatists to the struggles at Notre Dame des Landes 
and the Val da Susa, we will see how struggles that were originally against megaprojects have 
influenced individuals and territories, changing their organisation and ways of life, through 
the invention of new forms of co-existence...
Speakers : Georges Lapierre and Adriana Luna (Mexico), le Collectif Mauvaise Troupe 
(France)

Commission 1, Saturday 30 July :
Plundering and destruction of ways of life and of territories 
The energy and industrial escalatione, extractivism, grabbing of land and resources, 
financialisation of "Nature", destruction and modification of life forms. What is the situation 
today? How can we analyse this frantic rush to destroy life in its many forms?

Commission 2, Monday 1 August     :
Collective rural reappropriation and the emergence of solutions for the preservation of life 
and forms of living together



Reappropriation of know-how in agriculture and food production, construction of new ways 
of living and of exchange, struggles for the preservation of life. New dynamic experiences of 
resistance and emancipation are being created. A time to share and interconnect these 
approaches and reflections.

Commission 3, Thursday 4 August     :
Urban struggles : what specific elements and what spaces allow the emergence of 
emancipatory practices?
The ways in which cities have been developed often serve the interests of centralised power 
structures. Movements have nevertheless been created or are emerging in many cities (Berlin, 
Florence, Barcelona, Rennes...) with the aim of building new ways of living together in urban 
environments. A series of examples and exchange of experience.

Friday  5 August, afternoon :
Plenary session :
SHARING OF OUR DEBATES AND REFLECTIONS, CONCLUSIONS

Saturday 6 August, evening until late into the night :
BIG CABARET AND CLOSING PARTY

OTHER WORKSHOPS PREPARED BY PARTICIPANTS 

Sunday 31 July     :
Situation in France today

At the time we are sending out this programme France is in a state of strong agitation: state of 
emergency, social movements and strikes against the proposed labour law, Euro football 
competition, war speech at home and wars fought abroad, repression… 

Monday 1 July and Wednesday 3 July     :
Why should we think about postcapitalism ?
A postcapitalist society based on self-management

In circles convinced of the need to overthrow capitalism there is today little discussion about 
what will come after it. Is this really because there are no alternatives, as the promoters of 
capitalism claim? In fact there are some rich reflections on the alternatives to capitalism. The 
idea is not to propose some new Utopia, a perfect model to which future reality must be 
adapted, but to discuss the contours of possible future economic and social structures.

Thursday 4 July     :
A project to set up a « Université de la Terre » 

« Convinced that political transformations and the modification of the balance of forces are 
not simply a question of common will, we believe that there is a know-how, a savoir vivre that
need to be invented ». 
(For a more detailed presentation of this workshop, in French, see our blog.)
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